
 

PURSUIT CAMP 2026  
Leader Handbook 

 

 

CAMP DATES  
July 13-18, 2026 

​ Leader Call Time: July 13, 2026 @ 12PM 

Cabin Registration Begins: July 13, 2026 @ 2PM 

 

CAMP LOCATION  
Camp Garner Creek | 700 Sam Hollow Rd, Dickson, TN 37055 

 
CHURCH KEY 
Pastor Grant, Macey Duncan NEW SONG NASHVILLE 

Jacob Sharp, David Peery CHRIST CHURCH 

James Lowe II / Jodie Almaguer BETHEL (All Congregations) 

Christian Wylder GATEWAY 

Chance Fielder SWEETWATER 

Jaic So'osemea, Amy Myers SOUTHVIEW 

Zach Dimmock SEEDS 

Michelle Thomas BELMONT CHURCH 

Grant Argent NASHVILLE LIFE 

Jared Wheeler RESTORATION HOUSE 
 



 

 

TEAMS + ROLES 

WORSHIP TEAM - Once applied for and approved by your Youth Pastor/Director and the Worship Director, 
you will be a part of the worship team for the week at camp. Specific set times and rehearsals will be 
communicated to this specific group as available. Chelsey Smith is your contact if you have questions. 
(615-967-1816) 

WELCOME TABLE TEAM - This group will be scheduled throughout the week to be at the Welcome Table in 
the foyer in shifts to be available to visitors and others who may need more administrative assistance. 
(Handing out schedules, checking in visitors, helping greet parents who may have early pick up or late drop 
offs, etc. This role is for people who are personable, administrative, and adaptable. Macey Duncan is your 
contact if you have any questions. (615-686-1993) 

HOSPITALITY TEAM - Coordinates refreshments, restocking, setup + teardown of the Leader Room, and 
refilling of the water station as needed. You will be scheduled in shifts throughout the week. Dana Lathrop is 
your contact if you have questions. (818-384-8080) 

MEDICAL LIAISON - Your responsibility will be to connect with the Nurses/Medical Team at specified times 
to ensure that students from your Youth Community have the medications needed at the prescribed times. 
This role is great option for those who are also First Aid/CPR certifies and know their students well enough to 
help track them for proper time for med passes. Alex Hart is your contact if you have questions. 
(615-498-4627) 

TEAM LEADER - This group will help lead a group of students in game play for team competitions! Not all 
team leaders need to be "athletic" but the goal of this role is to help encourage, support, and cover the 
students on your team - on AND off the field. Austin Duncan is your contact if you have any questions. 
(615-478-1838) 

JUDICIAL TEAM - This group will help judge game play during each team competition. By being on this 
team, you will NOT be a Team Leader. Austin Duncan is your contact if you have any questions. 
(615-478-1838) 

SET UP TEAM - This group helps to prep, set up, and tear down for team competitions. By being on this 
team, you will NOT be a Team Leader, but you may also be asked to help with judging games as needed. 
Austin Duncan is your contact if you have any questions. (615-478-1838) 

MEDICAL TEAM - The Nurse/Medical Team is responsible for caring for students who may need medical 
attention while under our care during Winter Retreat. This includes, but is not limited to, the administration of 
medication (prescription, allergy medications, etc.), the administration of basic treatment due to injury, and 
the coordination of caring for students who need emergency medical attention. Alex Hart is your contact if 
you have questions. (615-498-4627) 



 

 

CAMP CHURCHES 

New Song Nashville, Southview Church, Seeds Church, Gateway Church, Sweetwater, Belmont 

Church, Bethel Brentwood, Bethel Murfreesboro, Bethel Clarksville, Bethel Dickson, Christ Church 

Nashville, Nashville Life, Restoration House 

 

KEY LEADERS + ROLES 

○​ Grant Ebright - Camp Pastor 

■​ New Song Nashville Youth Pastor 

○​ Macey Duncan - Camp Administrator  

○​ Ethan Myers / Liliana So’osemea - Camp Directors 

○​ Jaicob So’osemea/Chelsey Smith - Worship Team Directors 

○​ Austin Duncan & Christian Wylder - Activities Directors 

○​ Stu Fritz - Camp Visual Team Director 

○​ Alex Hart - Safety Team Director 

○​ Jim & Sheryl Tannahill, Martha Pearson - Full-time Safety Team  

○​ Mark Schamel - Medical Team Director 

○​ Joy Clapp - Medical Team Coordinator 

 

GENERAL CAMP INFORMATION 
LEADING AT PURSUIT CAMP 

●​ Be the example 

○​ In every session and every setting, be a real-life example of what it looks like to 

be led by the Spirit. In games, exemplify leadership, enthusiasm, gratitude, and 

humility. During teaching, exemplify active listening, attentiveness,and 

note-taking. During worship, exemplify extravagant praise and abundant worship. 

During times in the cabin, exemplify good hygiene, cleanliness, and stewardship.  

●​ No “back wall” leaders.  

○​ Unless you have a specific role that requires otherwise, our main assignment as 

leaders is to be fully engaged and among our students during teaching, worship, 

and meal times.  

●​ Rule of 3.  

○​ The rule of 3 is all about traveling in groups of 3 for the sake of safety and 

accountability. If you need to leave the group with a student, make sure there is 



 
always a third person present. More will be said about the Rule of 3 in the “Get 

To’s”. 

●​ Help encourage students to utilize their physical bibles and provided journals (or their 

regular journals) while they are at camp. They will not have their phones to lean on. 

●​ Communications 
○​ As a leader/volunteer, our main form of communication will be through the 

Leader/Volunteer GroupMe. We will also have our “Daily Briefing” during 
breakfast where we will cover the main flow for the day and any extra pieces of 
information and info for Team Competitions.  

○​ Please be judicious and limited in your usage of your phone. Though camp is not  
strictly tech-free for leaders, do not let it become a distraction to you and others 
around you. 

○​ If a student needs to call a parent, please send them to their Youth Pastor/Youth 
Director or Small Group leader.  

 
LEADER REGISTRATION OVERVIEW 

●​ Call time for leaders is 12PM on July 13. This year we will be doing “Cabin Registration” 

where students will report to their assigned dorms FIRST to check in with your Cabin 

Captains (roles assigned by your church’s Admins - you will know if you are in the role of 

“Cabin Captain”). Please go straight to your assigned cabin and prepare to start receiving 

students by 1:30PM, students official registration start time is 2PM.  If you aren’t helping 

with the checking-in of students, then you will be in the cabins helping student get 

unpacked for the week. This will be a helpful connect point for leaders and students.  

●​ Each cabin will have a prepped “Cabin Kit” as well.    

○​ Cabin Kits  

■​ Assigned student/leader shirts 

■​ Devo Booklets for the week 

■​ Wristbands 

■​ Leader Lanyards 

■​ Cabin Registration Folder with information needed, tech retrieval supplies 

and more for the registration time.  

●​ Please park in the parking lot beside the Dining Hall to leave parking spots in front of 

the Tabernacle open for registration.   

○​ IMPORTANT: Please DO NOT block the drive way leading to the dumpsters. If we 

fill up the lot by the dining hall, please park by Poplar Lodge (next to the Dining 

Hall lot) or at the front lot of Johnson Lodge.  

 

 

 



 
STUDENT REGISTRATION OVERVIEW 

●​ ALL Students will report to the assigned cabin FIRST. They will get this information from 

their church community via the admin for their group before camp. Should someone not 

know, they can stop by the tabernacle for assistance.  

●​ Please make sure students have turned in their phones at registration. We will put them 
in bubblewrap bags with their names/church and have them locked up until they leave. 
We will have a table set up on Saturday at dismissal with a few leaders there to get 
devices back to students before they leave. It is encouraged that students even leave 
their devices at home or with parents/guardians as well.  

●​ Make sure your students give all medications to the nurse at registration and pick them 
up at the end of the week.  

○​ We will send out a form for parents to sign that releases our nurses to administer 
basic over the counter medications to students instead of calling them 
individually every time.  

 

STUDENT PICK UP INFORMATION & OVERVIEW 

●​ After dismissal at our final session and all baptisms are complete on Saturday 

(around 12PM), students are released to leave camp. There is no virtual 

check-out or specific procedure.  

●​ Each student will need to come and receive their phones/keys and medications 

as well if they brought them to turn in. 

●​ If anyone needs direct assistance, please have them email us at 

thepursuitcamp@gmail.com, we will be happy to help them! 

CAMP SAFETY 

●​ Everyone who has NOT registered to be at camp and is planning to visit for a session (like 

parents) will need to fill out a Visitor Request Form on our website so we know to expect 

them on campus and when.  

○​ They will check in at the Welcome Table, get a name tag, and information needed 

for their visit.  

○​ Day Volunteers also must fill out a Day Volunteer form.  

●​ Each leader will also have a lanyard that will have their name on it that they will need to 

wear all week. 

●​ Bathrooms: As leaders/volunteers, please use the two single bathrooms by the kitchen 

and across from the main bathrooms. There will be signage to indicate that those are for 

leaders/volunteers only. 

 

 

 



 
LEADER CARE 

●​ We will have a Leader Room that is available to all leaders, volunteers, and guest 

speakers/pastors covered by our Hospitality Team. On the schedule, you will see specific 

times when that room will be “open”.  Remember that this room is more of a “pit-stop” 

area to nourish and refuel, not a place to park – especially when there are students we 

can be engaging and connecting with. 

○​ What you’ll find in the room:  

■​ Admin/Visual Team Workstations 

■​ WFH Tables for specified volunteers 

■​ Refreshment Table 

●​ Coffee 

●​ Snacks + Water 

 

SMALL GROUP TIPS 

Whether this is your first time or your 40th time leading small groups, we thought it may be 

helpful to put out some tips and best practices to help small group leaders draw out of our 

students during small group times. 

 

●​ God wants to speak to us in a language we can understand. Hearing God isn’t something 

just for the older, as the prophet Joel spoke about the last days, it’s for everyone! God 

speaks through His word, images + pictures, a single word, a phrase, a dream or vision, 

through another leader or trusted friends, etc. 

●​ Take time to come up for air. We are giving our students a good portion of time to sit, 

pray, listen, and write. This can feel like a lot for a teenager so make sure to incorporate 

some breaks throughout the process to help them digest it better. And, the younger they 

are, the more you can feel the liberty to give them margin to briefly take a rabbit trail off 

subject but be diligent to bring it back in.  

●​ Don’t settle for “Jesus!” We know how students oftentimes give “Jesus” as the universal 

answer to every small group question ever asked. If you get the sense your student is 

giving a cookie-cutter, default answer, continue to ask more open-ended questions to 

push them to think beyond and to think more specifically.  

●​ Embrace the silence. Oftentimes, when leading a small group, we can think silence is a 

bad thing. Small group leaders even make the mistake of filling every void of silence with 

answers to their own question. It’s okay to give students time to think and process what 

you’re asking. Don’t be afraid either to just take some time to pray and listen to God if 

you feel stuck on a question. 

 



 
Questions will often be provided, but if needed here are some open-ended small 

group questions:  

●​ What stuck out to you from the teaching? 

●​ What is something you feel like God is showing you? 

●​ What do you think it means to…? 

 

Questions for when a student gives you a cookie-cutter/default answer: 

●​ What do you mean by…? 

●​ Tell me more about what that looks like… 

 

FINAL NOTES 

●​ Any extra shirts will be for sale for $25/each. We will have Pursuit Camp water bottles 

available for sale as well for $7/each. Hats will also be for sale for $25! 

●​ Response cards 

○​ We will make these available to small group leaders to help make sure that if a 

student gave their life to Christ, experienced physical healing or would even like 

to let their Youth Pastor/Minister know that they would like to be baptized at 

their local church that we have all that information tracked.  

●​ Cleaning: Students will have time on Saturday morning to clean cabins, but as leaders, 
we need to help delegate and guide our students to do this well. Most often, Camp 
Garner Creek has cleaning items in each cabin (broom, trash bags, etc.) Let Macey or any 
other admin know if your cabin doesn’t have items you need.  Also, please help us after 
student dismissal to clean the meeting space and do our part in making sure that we 
leave better than how we left it.  

●​ Lost & Found: We will have a box in a common space to keep lost items throughout our 
time at Winter Retreat. However, please note, at each camp and retreat, we DO NOT 
HAVE LOST & FOUND after final dismissal. The only exception to this would be for a 
wallet or bible– something that we can get back to the owner fairly easily. Jackets, water 
bottles, towels, etc will NOT be kept.  

 

 

PURSUIT CAMP “GET-TO’S” 

●​ We get to spend an entire week together! We are so glad you are with us and we want 

you to be here just as long as you want to be here. If for any reason, a student doesn’t 

want to be at Pursuit Camp, we won’t force them to be. We want this week to be lots of 

fun and have students pursue a stronger relationship with the Lord. So if anyone is 

struggling, let’s talk. Grab your youth pastor/director to connect. 

●​ Get to #0 | for zero tolerance of pranks and bullies.  



 
●​ Get to #1 | Tech-Free Week– free from tech distractions. If students want to call their 

parents, please connect with your youth pastor/director and we will make that happen.  

●​ Get to #2 | You get 2 be where you’re supposed 2 be when you’re supposed 2 be there. 

Students and leaders have a map and a schedule that will direct them to where they 

should be and when.  

●​ Get to #3 | Rule of 3. From the start to the finish of Pursuit Camp, you get to travel in 3s. 

That could be you, a friend, and a leader or 3 friends or 2 leaders and you.  

●​ Get to #4 | We get to spend the week together without romance. Whatever your stance 

is on dating this week set it aside and remember why we are here. Dating just doesn’t 

impact you or your girlfriend or boyfriend, it affects everyone. This week is not about 

that, it is primarily about you growing deeper in your relationship with Jesus. 

●​ Get to #5 | Modesty Code. We get to represent biblical principles and values with our 

clothing this week. 

 

Be sure to join the GroupMe!  

 

Find links to all the important information on our Pursuit Camp Info Hub!  
https://linktr.ee/thepursuitcamp  

 

https://linktr.ee/thepursuitcamp


 

 



 
 

CAMP MAP  

 

●​ LEADER PARKING - Across from the Dining Hall 

●​ MAIN MEETING SPACE - Tabernacle  

 

 

FREE TIME SCHEDULE 

 

 

 



 

FREE TIME MAP 

 

 

ADMIN/WELCOME TABLE SCHEDULE 

 

 



 

HOSPITALITY SCHEDULE 
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